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CHAPTER S-53
An Act respecting Benevolent and Other Societies

SHORT TITLE

Short title
1 This Act may be cited as The Societies Act.

R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.1.

INTERPRETATION

Interpretation
2. In this Act:

“director”
(a) “director” includes trustee, officer, member of an executive committee 
and any person occupying such a position by whatever name the position is 
called;

“registrar”
(b) “registrar” means the Registrar of Companies or the Deputy Registrar 
of Companies or other duly authorized person performing the duties of the 
Registrar of Companies;

“society”
(c) “society” means a society incorporated or deemed to be incorporated 
under this Act;

“special resolution”
(d) “special resolution” means a resolution passed by at least three-fourths 
of the votes cast at a general meeting of the society of which not less than 
fourteen days’ notice specifying the intention to propose the resolution has 
been given. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.2; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.2.

EXISTING SOCIETIES

Certain existing societies continued
3 Every society incorporated under The Societies Act, being chapter 142 of The 
Revised Statutes of Saskatchewan, 1965, or any former Societies Act, or The Benevolent 
Societies Act, being chapter 132 of The Revised Statutes of Saskatchewan, 1953, or 
any former Benevolent Societies Act or An Act respecting Benevolent and other 
societies, being chapter 79 of The Revised Statutes of Saskatchewan, 1909, or an 
Ordinance of the North-West Territories entitled An Ordinance respecting Benevolent 
and other Societies shall continue and for all purposes shall be deemed to have been 
incorporated under this Act. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.3; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.3.
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INCORPORATION

Objects for which societies may be incorporated 
4 Subject to section 5, a society may be incorporated under this Act that has objects 
of a benevolent, religious, charitable, philanthropic, educational, agricultural, 
scientific, artistic, social, professional, fraternal, sporting, athletic or other useful 
nature. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.4; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.4.

Exceptions
5(1) No society shall be incorporated under this Act for the purpose of carrying 
on any trade, industry or business; and no mutual benefit society, as defined in 
The Saskatchewan Insurance Act, shall be incorporated under this Act without the 
approval of the Superintendent of Insurance.
(2) Where any Act other than The Business Corporations Act provides for the 
incorporation of persons for a special purpose, no society shall be incorporated for 
that purpose under this Act. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.5; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.5.

No share capital or dividends
6 No society shall have a capital divided into shares or declare any dividend or 
distribute its property among the members during the existence of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.6; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.6.

Societies not to undertake insurance
7(1) No society shall undertake to indentify its members, or any of them, against 
loss or liability arising from a risk or peril to which the members may be exposed or 
from the happening of any certain event, or enter into a contract that falls within 
the definition of insurance given in The Saskatchewan Insurance Act.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a mutual benefit society as defined in The 
Saskatchewan Insurance Act or a society incorporated before the seventeenth day 
of January, 1925, for the purpose of undertaking life insurance on the assessment 
system. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.7; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.7.

Restriction respecting names of societies
8 The registrar may refuse incorporation of a society whose name or part of 
whose name includes any of the following words: “Imperial”, “Crown”, “King’s”, 
“Queen’s”, “Empire”, “Royal”, “Dominion”, “Canadian”, “Saskatchewan”, 
“Co-operative”, “Pool”, or words of similar import. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.8; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.8.

Application for incorporation
9(1) Any five or more persons may apply for the incorporation of a society under 
this Act by filing with the registrar an application in duplicate setting forth:

(a) the name in full, the place of residence and the occupation of each of the 
applicants;
(b) the proposed name of the society;
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(c) in a specific manner, the objects for which the society is to be 
incorporated;
(d) the place in Saskatchewan where the operations of the society are to be 
chiefly carried on;
(e) the address in Saskatchewan where the registered office of the society is 
to be situated and to which communications and notices may be sent and at 
which process may be served
(f) the names of the applicants who are to be the first directors of the 
society.

(2) The application may contain any provision in addition to the provisions 
required by subsection (1) but every additional provision shall be unalterable and 
the application shall so state.
(3) The application shall be accompanied with bylaws, in duplicate, prescribing 
regulations for the conduct of the affairs of the society and providing for any or all 
of the matters mentioned in section 13. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.9; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.9.

Powers of registrar with respect to application
10(1) Upon receipt of the application and bylaws, in duplicate, and the prescribed 
fee, the registrar may, if he is satisfied that the proposed incorporation is not for 
any reason objectionable, register the application and bylaws.
(2) If the registrar takes objection to the application and bylaws, or either of 
them, or to any part thereof, he shall so advise the applicants who may file a new 
application or new bylaws, or both, as the case may require.
(3) If the registrar after investigation or otherwise is for any reason of opinion 
that the proposed society should not be incorporated he may refuse to register the 
application and bylaws.
(4) An appeal from a decision of the registrar under this section may be taken to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council within thirty days after the date of the decision. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.10; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.10.

Issue and publication of certificate of incorporation
11 Upon the registration of the application and the bylaws the registrar shall, 
under his seal of office, issue a certificate showing that the society is incorporated 
and he shall publish in The Saskatchewan Gazette a notice of the incorporation. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.11; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.11.

Effect of certificate of incorporation
12 Upon the issue of the certificate of incorporation the subscribers to the 
application and such other persons as from time to time become members of the 
society shall be a body corporate under the name set forth in the application with 
all the powers, rights and immunities vested by law in a body corporate, and the 
certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the incorporation. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.12; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.12.
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POWERS

Bylaws
13(1) A society may by special resolution make bylaws, not inconsistent with this 
Act, for the conduct of its affairs and may, by special resolution, alter or add to its 
bylaws, but no bylaw or alteration of or addition to a bylaw shall have any force or 
effect until two copies thereof have been forwarded to the registrar and one copy 
has been returned bearing an endorsement by the registrar to the effect that it has 
been registered.
(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), a society may by special 
resolution make bylaws to provide for any or all of the following matters:

(a) the terms of admission of members and their rights and obligations;
(b) the different classes of members, if any;
(c) the conditions of withdrawal of members and the manner, if any, in which 
a member may be expelled;
(d) the payment of membership fees and the issue of membership cards or 
certificates;
(e) the manner and method of collection of membership fees and the purposes 
for which membership fees may be used;
(f) the amount of any fines and the conditions under which they may be 
imposed;
(g) the time and place of, and manner of calling and conducting, meetings 
of the society;
(h) the number of members to constitute a quorum;
(i) the rights of members of the different classes to vote; restrictions on and 
conditions precedent to the right to vote; voting by ballot or mail or both, and 
the manner, form and effect of such votes;
(j) the conditions under which any member may become entitled to any benefit 
from the society;
(k) the terms of any contract between the society and its members;
(l) the election, term of office and removal of directors, the filling of vacancies, 
the powers, duties and remuneration of directors, and the procedure, and the 
number to constitute a quorum, at meetings of the directors;
(m) the appointment of auditors and the auditing of the books and accounts 
of the society;
(n) the establishment of one or more branch societies;
(o) the division of the territory in which members are located into districts 
and the alteration thereof, and the appointment of delegates to represent the 
members in the districts and defining the powers, duties, election and voting 
rights of district delegates;
(p) the method of arbitration in the case of a dispute mentioned in 
section 40;
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(q) the manner in which the remaining property of the society, after the 
payment of all debts and liabilities, may be distributed or disposed of at the 
time of the winding up of the affairs of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.13; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.13.

Common seal
14 A society may adopt a common seal on which shall be engraved its name in 
legible characters.

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.14; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.14.

Acquisition and disposal of property
15 A society may acquire and take by purchase, donation, devise or otherwise land 
and personal property, and may sell, exchange, mortgage, lease, let, improve and 
develop the same, and may erect and maintain any necessary buildings.

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.15; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.15.

Use of funds and property
16(1) The funds and property of a society shall be used and dealt with for its 
legitimate objects only and in accordance with its bylaws.
(2) A society may invest its funds only in securities in which trustees are by law 
permitted to invest or in such other securities as are authorized by its bylaws. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.16; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.16.

Borrowing powers
17 For the purpose of carrying out its objects, a society may borrow or raise or 
secure the payment of money in such manner as it thinks fit, and in particular 
by the issue of debentures, but none of these powers shall be exercised except in 
accordance with the bylaws of the society, and debentures shall not be issued without 
the sanction of a special resolution of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.17; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.17.

Negotiable instuments
18 For the purpose of carrying out its objects, a society may, subject to its bylaws, 
draw, make, accept, endorse, discount, execute and issue promissory notes, bills of 
exchange and other negotiable or transferable instruments. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.18; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.18.

Membership in other societies
19 A society may, if authorized by a special resolution, subscribe to, become a member 
of, and co-operate with, any other society or association, whether incorporated or 
not, whose objects are in whole or part similar to its own objects. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.19; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.19.

Incorporation and powers of branch societies
20(1) Where a branch of an incorporated or unincorporated society desires to be 
incorporated under this Act, it shall, in addition to any other requirement of this Act, 
file with the registrar a certificate of that society consenting to the incorporation, 
and shall comply with any term or condition mentioned in the certificate.
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(2) No branch society so incorporated may exercise any power conferred on a 
society by this Act, if the exercise of that power is prohibited by or in conflict with 
the bylaws of the society to which it belongs or any term or condition of the certificate 
filed pursuant to subsection (1), without first obtaining the written consent of that 
society.
(3) If the certificate filed pursuant to subsection (1) so provides, the bylaws of 
the branch society shall be deemed to include the bylaws of the society giving the 
certificate, or the portion thereof mentioned in the certificate, but in no case shall the 
powers of a branch society exceed the powers permitted to a society by this Ad. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.20; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.20.

Change of name, objects, etc., pursuant to resolution of society
21(1) Subject to subsection (2) and the regulations, a society may by special 
resolution:

(a) change its name;
(b) change its objects so as to include any object or objects that may 
conveniently or advantageously be combined with the existing objects of the 
society or so as to restrict or abandon any of its objects;
(c) increase or decrease the locality in which its operations are chiefly carried 
on; or
(d) add to its application for incorporation any provision which shall be 
unalterable and which shall by the resolution be declared to be unalterable.

(2) No resolution under subsection (1) shall take effect until the registrar has given 
his approval of the resolution and issued a certificate under his seal of office setting 
forth particulars of the change.
(3) A notice of a change under subsection (1) shall, if the registrar deems it advisable, 
be published in the Gazette by the registrar.
(4) A certificate issued by the registrar under subsection (2) shall be conclusive 
evidence that the requirements of this section have been complied with. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.21; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.21.

Change of name pursuant to direction of registrar
22 If a society is, through inadvertence or otherwise, incorporated by a name 
identical with that of another company, society or association, or by a name so nearly 
resembling that name as to be calculated to deceive or liable to be confused therewith 
or otherwise on public grounds objectionable, the first mentioned society shall, if the 
registrar so directs within one year of its being incorporated, change its name, and 
if the society fails to change its name within two months after being so directed the 
registrar may change its name to any name he deems to be unobjectionable. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.22; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.22.

Rights and obligations of society not affected by change of name
23 A change of the name of a society does not affect any rights or obligations of 
the society, or render defective any legal proceedings by or against the society, and 
any legal proceedings that might have been continued or commenced by or against 
it by its former name may be continued or commenced by or against it by its new 
name. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.23; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.23.
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Fines
24(1) A society may, if authorized by its bylaws, impose a fine not exceeding $5 on 
a member contravening a bylaw of the society.
(2) A fine may be recovered as a debt due from the member to the society, and all 
fines so recovered shall belong to the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.24; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.24.

MEMBERS

Limitation of liability of members
25 A member of a society is not liable in his individual capacity for any debt or 
liability of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.25; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.25.

Interest of member not transferable
26 The interest of a member in a society is not transferable. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.26; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.26.

Members and corporations
27 The bylaws of a society shall bind the society and its members to the same extend 
as if they had respectively been signed by each member and contained covenants 
on the part of each member to observe all the provisions thereof. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.27; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.27.

Minors and corporations
28 Subject to the bylaws of a society:

(a) a person under the age of eighteen years may be admitted a member of the 
society or appointed to any office therein, and shall be liable for the payment 
of membership fees and of any fines imposed as if he were of full age;
(b) a corporation admitted to membership in a society may be represented 
by some person authorized by the corporation. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.28; 1970, c.8, s.15; 1972, c.1, 
s.28; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.28.

Restrictions on voting
29 No member shall be entitled to more than one vote on any question and there 
shall be no voting by proxy. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.29; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.29.

Same
30 Unless the bylaws of a society permit, a member who is not in good standing in 
accordance with the bylaws shall not be entitled to vote on a special resolution. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.30; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.30.
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Same
31 Where under a bylaw provision has been made for the appointment of delegates 
by the members of a society, each delegate shall be entitled to only one vote on every 
question.

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.31; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.31.

Exemption of benifits of members from claims of creditors
32 Where, under the bylaws of a society, money of the society becomes payable 
to or for the use or benefit of a member thereof, that money shall be free from all 
claims by the creditors of the member; and where, upon the death of a member of a 
society, a sum of money becomes payable under the bylaws of the society, that sum 
shall be paid by the treasurer or other officer of the society to the person or persons 
entitled thereto under the bylaws or applied by the society as may be provided by 
the bylaws, and such money shall be to the extent of $2,000 free from all claims by 
the personal representative or creditors of the deceased. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.32; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.32.

Payment to wrong person
33 Where a sum of money is paid in good faith to the person who appears to the 
treasurer or other officer of the society to be entitled to receive it or is applied in good 
faith for the purposes provided for by the bylaws, no action shall be brought against 
the society or the treasurer or officer in respect thereof; but if it subsequently appears 
that the sum has been paid to the wrong person, the person entitled thereto may 
recover the amount with interest from the person who has wrongfully received it. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.33; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.33.

ADMINISTRATION

Annual general meetings
34(1) Every society shall hold an annual general meeting in each calendar year.
(2) Every general meeting shall be held in the province.

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.34; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.34.

Financial statement
35(1) At every annual general meeting the directors shall present to the members 
a financial statement made up to a date not more than ninety days prior to the date 
of the meeting, showing:

(a) the assets and liabilities of the society in the form of a balance sheet;
(b) the receipts and disbursements of the society since the date of incorporation 
or the date of the previous financial statement;
(c) such further information respecting the society’s financial position as the 
bylaws may require.

(2) The financial statement shall be certified by two of the directors and reported 
on by the auditor. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.35; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.35.
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Directors
36(1) Subject to its bylaws, the members of a society may elect any of its members 
as diretors of the society.
(2) Subject to this Act and to the bylaws of a society, the directors shall conduct 
the business and affairs, and may exercise all the powers, of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.36; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.36.

Security of officers
37 A society may require any officer to give such security as may from time to time 
be deemed sufficient for the faithful performance of his duties. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.37; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.37.

Reserection respecting contracts between directors and society
38 No director during the term of his office shall be a party to a contract for profit 
with the society that confers upon him any rights other than those accorded to 
members generally. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.38; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.38.

Register of memembers
39 Every society shall keep a register of its members, and shall enter therein the 
name of every person who is admitted as a member of the society, together with the 
following particulars:

(a) the full name and address of every such person;
(b) the date on which each person is admitted as a member; (c) the date on 
which any person ceases to be a member.

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.39; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.39.

Settlement of disputes
40(1) A dispute arising out of the affairs of a society, between any members thereof 
or between:

(a) a member or a person who has for not more than six months ceased to 
be a member; or
(b) a person claiming through such member or person or claiming under the 
bylaws;

and the society or a director or officer of the society, shall be decided by arbitration, 
which shall be under The Arbitration Act unless the bylaws prescribe some other 
method.
(2) A decision made pursuant to subsection (1) shall be binding on all parties and 
unless the bylaws otherwise provide there shall be no appeal from the decision. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.40; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.40.
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RETURNS

Notice of change of address
41 Every society shall promptly notify the registrar of any change in the address 
of its registered office, and where any such change is made it shall be deemed not 
to have been made until the registrar has been notified thereof. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.41; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.41.

Filing of financial statement
42 Every society shall, within fourteen days after the date of its annual general 
meeting, file with the registrar the financial statement mentioned in section 35. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.42; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.42.

Annual return
43(1) Every society shall, before the thirty-first day of July in each year, file with 
the registrar an annual return on a form to be supplied by him showing the name 
and address of the society, the names, addresses and occupations of the directors, 
the location of any branch societies, the date on which the last annual meeting was 
held and such other information as is called for by the form.
(2) The annual return shall be accompanied with the prescribed fee. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.43; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.43.

SERVICE AND AUTHENTICATION OF DOCUMENTS

Service of documents on society
44 A document may be served on a society by leaving it at or sending it by registered 
post to the registered office of the society, or by serving any director of the society. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.44; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.44.

Authentication of documents and proceedings
45 A document or proceeding required to be authenticated by a society may be 
authenticated by a director or the secretary or other authorized officer of the society, 
or by the solicitor for the society, and need not be under its common seal. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.45; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.45.

AMALGAMATIONS

Amalgation of two or more societies
46(1) Any two or more societies may, pursuant to agreement authorized by special 
resolutions of the societies concerned, become amalgamated as one society, without 
any dissolution or division of funds of any of the amalgamating societies; and any 
society may, by special resolution, transfer its obligations to any other society and 
that society may undertake to fulfil such obligations.
(2) No amalgamation or transfer of obligations shall prejudice the rights of any 
creditor of any society that is a party thereto.
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(3) A copy of a special resolution passed by a society for any of the purposes of this 
section, duly signed by the president and secretary of the society shall, with such 
other information as the registrar requires, be sent to him for registration, and until 
the resolution is so registered the resolution shall have no force or effect.
(4) A notice to the effect that amalgamation proceedings have been completed and 
that this Act has been complied with shall be published in the Gazette. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.46; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.46.

DISSOLUTION

Dissolution by Lieutenant Governor in Council
47(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, upon sufficient cause being shown, 
cancel the incorporation of a society and declare the society to be dissolved and the 
certificate of incorporation to be cancelled, upon such terms and conditions and 
subject to such provisions as may be deemed proper, and the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council may appoint a liquidator to wind up the affairs of the society.
(2) Every person who, by himself or in association with others, carries on or 
attempts to carry on the affairs of a society the incorporation of which has been 
cancelled and that has under subsection (1) been declared to be dissolved is guilty 
of an offence against this Act. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.47; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.47.

Surrender of certificate of incorporation
48 A society may, by special resolution, surrender its certificate of incorporation, 
and the registrar may, after being satisfied that sufficient notice of the society’s 
intention has been given and that no debts or liabilities of the society are outstanding, 
accept the surrender of the certificate and cancel it and fix a date on which the 
society shall be dissolved. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.48; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.48.

Continuation of liability of directors, etc.
49 When a society is dissolved under this Act, the liability, if any, of every director, 
manager, secretary or other officer, and every member, of the society shall continue 
and may be enforced as if the society had not been dissolved. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.49; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.49.

CANCELLATION OF INCORPORATION

Cancellation of incorporation of society in default
50(1) If a society fails to forward any notice, financial statement, annual return or 
prescribed fee in accordance with the requirements of this Act, the registrar shall 
send to the registered office of the society a letter drawing attention to the default 
and stating that unless the default is remedied within thirty days after the date of 
the letter the incoporation of the society will be cancelled.
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(2) The registrar may in his discretion extend the time mentioned in subsection (1), 
but if the default is not remedied in accordance with the notice or within such 
extended time, as the case may be, the registrar may cancel the incorporation of the 
society, and if he does so he shall publish notice thereof in the Gazette. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.50; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.50.

Reinstatement of incorporation upon remedy of default
51(1) Subject to subsection (3), where the incorporation of a society has been 
cancelled under section 50, the registrar may, upon the default for which the 
incorporation was cancelled being remedied to his satisfaction and upon receipt of 
such information as he may require and upon payment of the prescribed fee, reinstate 
the incorporation, and if he does so the society shall be deemed to have continued 
in existence as if its incorporation had not been cancelled.
(2) Where the incorporation of a society has been reinstated under subsection (1), 
the registrar shall publish notice thereof in the Gazette.
(3) Where the incorporation is not reinstated within one year after the date of the 
cancellation, the registrar may allow another society to be incorporated under the 
same name as that of the society whose incorporation has been cancelled or a name 
similar thereto, and where he does so and the society whose incorporation has been 
cancelled thereafter seeks reinstatement he shall require it to take a new name 
before reinstating the cancelled incorporation. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.51; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.51.

REGULATIONS

Power of Lieutenant Governor in Council to make regulations
52(1) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act according to their 
true intent and of supplying any deficiency therein the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council may make regulations not inconsistent with the spirit of this Act which 
shall have the same force and effect as if incorporated herein.
(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council may make regulations:

(a) prescribing the fees payable under this Act and any other fees for services 
in connection with the administration of this Act;
(b) providing for and governing the audit of the books and records of 
societies;
(c) requiring that contracts between a society and its members shall be subject 
to the approval of the registrar.

(3) Every regulation made under this section shall be published in the Gazette 
and shall have force and effect on and after the date of such publication or on and 
after the date specified for the purpose in the regulation or in the order in council 
making the regulation. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.52; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.52.
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OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

Offences and penalties
53(1) It is an offence against this Act if a society:

(a) fails to give any notice, make any return or do or allow to be done any 
act or thing that the society is by this Act required to give, make, do or allow 
to be done;
(b) wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act, or make any record or return, or 
furnish any information required for the purposes of this Act by the registrar 
or other person authorized under this Act, or does any act or thing forbidden 
by this Act;
(c) makes a record or return, or wilfully furnishes information, in any respect 
false or insufficient.

(2) Every offence against this Act by a society shall be deemed to have been also 
committed by every officer of the society who does the act constituting the offence 
or whose duty it is to do the thing the omission whereof constitutes the offence or, if 
there is no such officer, then by each of the directors, unless such officer or director 
is proved to have been ignorant of, or to have attempted to prevent, the commission 
of the offence.
(3) A society or person guilty of of an offence against this Act is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding $100. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.53; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.53.

MISCELLANEOUS

Inspection of records, requisition of copies or records and effect of certified copies 
54(1) Upon payment of the prescribed fee any person may:

(a) inspect in the office of the registrar the application for incorporation, 
bylaws and annual return of any society;
(b) require a copy of or extract from any such document or part thereof;
(c) require any such copy or extract to be certified by the registrar as a true 
copy or extract.

(2) A copy of or extract from any such document certified to be a true copy by 
the registrar, under his hand and seal of office, shall, in all legal proceedings, be 
admissible in evidence as of equal validity with the original document.
(3) Except with the consent of the registrar, no other document or part thereof 
relating to a society shall be available for search. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.54; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.54.

Investigation of affairs on society
55(1) The Provincial Secretary may of his own motion or upon written application 
to him appoint one or more persons to investigate the affairs and conduct of any 
society and to make a written report to him of his or their findings.
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(2) An application under subsection (1) shall be supported by such evidence as 
the Provincial Secretary requires, showing that there is good reason for desiring an 
investigation and that the applicant is not prompted by malicious motives.
(3) The Provincial Secretary may, before appointing any person or persons pursuant 
to an application under subsection (1), require security for payment of the costs of 
the investigation to be given.
(4) Every director or other person who on examination by a person appointed under 
subsection (1) refuses to answer any question, or to produce any book or paper in 
his custody, relating to the affairs of the society being investigated is guilty of an 
offence against this Act. 

R.S.S. 1965, c.142, s.55; R.S.S. 1978, c.S-53, s.55.
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